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Briefing Note for councillors: Burnham Evolution, seawall art project 

Issued to: Town Improvements Committee 

meeting 11/01/21 

Purpose of Report 

To update the meeting on the seawall art element of the seafront enhancement 

project and to seek agreement to involve the arts group, Seed, in commissioning the 

designs through public participation.  

Background 

The seafront art project was identified in the Burnham Evolution business plan in 

2018 (https://burnham-highbridge-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Final-

Burnham-Evolution-Business-Plan-19-06-18.pdf ). The plan was for a far larger grant 

application than was eventually received and subsequently the projects identified 

within have been reduced in number and/or ambition. The seawall art element did 

not attract CIM funding.  

The projects identified in the plan were agreed by the Burnham Evolution group, 

which included members of the town council and SDC officers. 

Seawall art funding & proposal  

SDC has recently confirmed it will grant the town council £7k funding to enable it to 

proceed with the seawall art project on the south esplanade.  

The wall is owned by the Environment Agency and I have made contact with that 

body to ascertain what restrictions might apply on their property. I am waiting for a 

reply. 

This element of the seafront works does not fall within the tasks administered by the 

Project Coordinator. However, there is an opportunity to attract further funding & 

https://burnham-highbridge-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Final-Burnham-Evolution-Business-Plan-19-06-18.pdf
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appropriate support for this element of the project by working with Seed who has 

provisionally agreed it could manage the project with positive public participation.  

Seed has agreed that, subject to the town council’s agreement, it can assist in 

creating and distributing the brief to local artists and managing the selection process. 

Seed has suggested running the project as a competition with 2 rounds: 

1. a committee of people with expertise in public art, along with town council 

and/or local community representatives, select the best 2 or 3 proposals.   

2. Seed then commissions those artists £1000 each to develop their proposal 

into an ‘exhibition’ ready proposal.  The final proposals would then be shared 

with the wider community, who are invited to vote for their favourite. 

Once we hear from the Environment Agency as to what cannot be done on the site, 

it can be left to the artists themselves to imagine interventions in the space that is 

left, subject to the brief.  

It is further suggested by Seed that, if involved, it will develop a reference about the 

local wildlife (including flora) to extend the brief from simply wildfowl to include 

information on the general ecology. This would be used as a reference for artists to 

respond to in the brief. 

Draft concept for brief (provided by Seed): 

The artwork will respond to the local natural environment, celebrating the ecology of 

this part of Bridgwater Bay. It will depict, describe or interpret an aspect of local 

wildlife and/or flora in a way that will encourage visitors and the local community to 

appreciate the value and distinctiveness of the place in a new way. The artwork will 

increase understanding of how the local environment supports and is essential to 

local wildlife, and that this contributes to Burnham-on-Sea being a unique and 

cherished place. 

As representative of the funding body, the SDC economic development team are 

keen for Seed to bring their expertise to this element by working with the town 

council. 

 

Financial implications 

£7,000 SDC grant fund to deliver art element 

£3,000 Seed’s commission contribution   
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Policy implications 

Corporate pillar 3: Economic Development and Tourism - The Town Council is 

committed to taking an active role supporting and promoting sustainable 

development in the towns by engaging with residents, local stakeholder groups 

 

 

Options/Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Committee agrees to inviting Seed to become involved in 

this element. Seed is an established arts group with a good track record of working 

well with the town council on public participation initiatives. 

In addition to the financial contribution offered by Seed, it should be kept in mind 

that, if this council resolves at any future point to go back to the CIM board to revise 

the wider seafront project costings, there would be an opportunity to increase the 

value of this element.   

Any progress on this element will be subject to the response by the Environment 

Agency. 

It is further recommended that a small, appropriately qualified councillor working 

group is delegated authority to work with Seed to progress the seawall art project.      

 

 

Report author: Sam Winter, Town Clerk 

Report Date: 4th January 2021 

 


