
Great British Spring Clean 2021 – supported by Burnham & Highbridge Town Council 
 
Risk 
All volunteers undertake the litter pick at their own risk and Burnham & Highbridge Town Council are in no way liable for any 
injury or illness that may be caused or triggered by the litter pick. Volunteer team leaders are to ensure the safety 
recommendations are briefed and that the risk assessment is made available for participants to view if they wish.  It is available 
on our website click here.   

 
Covid Safety Recommendations: As of 17th May 2021 up to 30 people in a group can meet outside. The maximum size of a 
litter team will be 12 people, and each team will have 2 team leaders. If there are reduced numbers of volunteers, then the 
group will be a maximum of 6 people with one team leader. Social distancing of 2 metres should take place unless volunteers 

are within the same household. If anyone is displaying symptoms (or in contact with those with symptoms) they 
should not participate in events. 
 
Children: 
The organisers have agreed that all local schools will be notified of the Great British Spring Clean and they may wish to 
organise something in their locality. No-one under the age of 18 shall take part in this event. This will be reviewed for 2022. 
 
Protective equipment & clothing:  
All volunteers will be provided with a Hi-Viz tabard, a litter picker, a hoop, a plastic bag, volunteers will be encouraged to 
bring their own gloves e.g gardening gloves, but gloves will be offered and a mask. Hand sanitizer will also be available. The 
Council are in no way liable for any injury caused by the failure of any form of issued or non-issued hand protection to protect 
participant’s hands which ultimately results in injury or illness. 
The tabards and gloves must be worn. 
 
Suitable Clothing:  
Volunteers should ensure they are wearing suitable clothing to protect themselves from the meteorological elements of the 
day and to avoid exposure, illnesses or injury. Suitable sturdy footwear should be worn i.e. no open toe sandals or flip flops.  
 
Litter: 
All litter is to be picked up using the supplied litter picker. Under no circumstances should any be picked up by hand. 
  
Hazardous materials Protection: Volunteers must be advised that we do not want them to touch/pick up any sharp objects 
at all (i.e. syringes, broken glass, sharp metals) or unhygienic waste, such as dog poo or sanitary towels.   Sharps boxes will 
be provided.  If these items are found, notify your team leader of the location at your earliest opportunity. Team Leaders can 
choose at their own risk to collect sharp items or can contact a Town Ranger who will arrange collection. 
 
Environmental Considerations  
 
Environment: Volunteers will be advised of any hazards that are unique to the location of the litter pick (i.e. rhynes, busy 
roads, railway tracks, river embankments). 
 
Wildlife: Volunteers will be asked to avoid disturbing the wildlife (i.e. nesting sites). Volunteers should avoid contact with any 
local fauna or flora to minimise the risk of injury through stings, bites and scratches.  
 
Accident or Injury (Emergency Services) 999  
Team Leaders to make volunteers aware of the location of the nearest phone box where they can raise the alarm and contact 
the emergency services if an incident were to occur.  Each team leader must have access to a mobile phone or landline. 
All event organisers must ensure they have 2 separate means of raising the emergency services, be it landline access or mobile 
phone.  Event organisers must also ensure they have a predesigned emergency service rendezvous point which has adequate 
access for an ambulance or helicopter if required. All emergency services including the Lifeguard can be raised using the (999) 
emergency line.  
  
First Aid Kit: The council will provide a basic First Aid Kit. All volunteers present at the opening brief will be made aware of 
the location of the First Aid Kit.   
 
Safety Briefing  
A council officer will supply a safety briefing to the team leaders prior to the event.  



Team Leaders will deliver a safety briefing to all volunteers immediately before the litter pick begins. 


