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Report for councillors: Update on the work of the Town Rangers 

Issued to: Town Improvements Committee 12/7/2021 

Purpose of Report 

To share the positive work, the Town Rangers have been doing in Burnham and Highbridge 

 
 
Great British Spring Clean 
The Town Rangers were heavily involved with the five litter picking sessions taking place in 
Burnham and Highbridge. The TR’s supported the sessions logistically between Burnham & 
Highbridge with the supply of equipment and the clearance of bags at the end of the sessions. The 
event was very successful; 51 volunteers signed up to help including 6 councillors and 98 full bags 
of litter were collected, which was disposed of by Sedgemoor DC. 
The Town Council has gone onto support a local junior school with the supply of equipment to hold 
their own beach clean.  
Many of the volunteers have agreed to allow us to keep their contact details on file and will be 
called upon to provide a litter pick the day before Burnham has the Britain in Bloom judges visiting 
the town on Tuesday 27th July.  
  
 
Grounds maintenance and alleyways 
These continue to be cleaned and cleared of weeds. The alleyway to the East of Newtown 
Highbridge has been tackled by Sedgemoor and will now be maintained where possible by the 
TR’s. 
The TR’s received a lovely thank you from the Highbridge War Memorial Trust, for the work they 
did around Southwell gardens – see picture below. Unfortunately, the sunken garden has had to be 
temporarily locked as ‘drinkers’ were using the area and leaving it in quite a mess. The TR’s have 
now been given a key by the trust and will continue to work with them to keep the grounds looking 
cared for.  
The TR’s were approached and asked to help with the removal of some shrubbery in Marine Cove 
which the volunteers were finding difficult to take out. 
Bogey Wheels, Highbridge. These were completely covered in ivy. They used to be looked after by 
the Highbridge in Bloom volunteer group, but sadly this disbanded several years ago. The 
completed work will include the grey ballast that is found by railway lines. See picture 
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Benches 
The Town Council is responsible for the maintenance of over 60 benches across the two towns. 
This excludes the ones on the esplanade. The TR’s have made a start by repairing a couple of 
those most in need and giving them a coat of paint. see picture below. This is an ongoing task and 
will go on throughout the year when time permits. 
 
 
SID’s  
The first ‘test’ run using the two SID’s has been successfully completed. There is an issue 
regarding speeding but will need to build up some more evidence before it can be submitted to 
someone.  I am suggesting that we should target this site over the next couple of months, within 
the permitted timeframes and then discuss what course of actions are available to us with the 
evidence.  
Other sites are being identified including the esplanade and is now pending permissions from SCC. 
The SID’s will be erected on the Burnham Road close to King Alfred’s but as parked cars can 
interrupt the accuracy of the devices, this site will be left until the summer break when there may be 
less parked cars. 
 
Next time we will supply before and after photo’s 

  
 
  
Report author: Lorna Williams 

Report Date:  5th July 2021 

 


