
 
 

 

 

 

 

Grant application summary 
 
Applicant: Burnham and Highbridge Community Association 

Category: Health and Wellbeing, Youth  

Amount of funding previously awarded since 2014: £2,500 

Total number of applications:1 

Type of funding requested: Capital Project 

Total cost of project:  £4,125 

Amount requested: £2,500 

Total number of residents estimated to benefit from the grant: 59 groups 

 

Grant application detail 
 
Type of organisation: Registered Charity 
Please provide charity number, Company registration number or details if other: 
304501 
 
What is the current membership 
Adults: 0 
Children: 0 
Please list any Burnham-on-Sea and Highbridge Town Councillors associated 
with your group: Cllr P Harvey 
 
What are the main activities of your organisation? Include what type of group 
you are e.g. residents group, youth group, etc. and explain what your 
organisation does and its aims: A registered charity we operate, manage and 
maintain a community centre (whether alone or in cooperation with any statutory 
authority or other person or body) as described in the attached constitution. We 
promote such other charitable purposes as may from time to time be determined. 
 
Type of grant: Capital Project 
 
Please include: Why you need funding to support your community project? 
Briefly describe the project or purpose for which you require a grant. How will it 
benefit the community or residents of Burnham and Highbridge? Is it for the 
benefit of your members, or the wider community? Is it aimed at a particular 
group within the community: Recent experiences of life in a COVID pandemic has 
indicated a new and increased role for information technology, not least a reliance on 
communication over the internet. Many groups that use the Community Centre have 
been able to continue to function using products such as Zoom to maintain operational 



 
 

 

 

functionality in the absence of face to face meetings. Whilst many groups are now 
returning to the Centre for physical meetings and activities there is often a wish to add 
live communication links via networking for those members unable or unwilling to 
return to former arrangements. The facility will also allow for an extended reach of 
activities. 
 
Currently the Centre is only able to offer reliable internet connection in one of its ten 
meeting rooms and a previous arrangement for Wi-Fi connection in another lacks the 
speed and capacity to support the demands of current IT products and increased 
functionality. We are now seeking to add reliable Wi-Fi capabilities to the building, thus 
providing additional facilities to at least all the ground floor rooms and potentially 
opening up to more users.  
 
We also need to update our existing administrative computing hardware. The current 
PC that we have is not sufficiently powerful to run Microsoft Windows 10, a product 
which itself is due to be superseded in the near future. In addition to general 
administration this PC also runs the rooms reservation system so is critical to the 
effective operation of the centre. 
 
Who will benefit from the project? Young people, Unemployed people, Older 
people, People with disabilities, People with low income, Ethnic or minority groups, 
Others, 
If you have selected Others please specify: The Centre is available to the whole 
community of Burnham and Highbridge and district. 
 
How many people from Burnham-on-Sea and Highbridge will directly benefit 
from your project?: Currently 59 groups are registered to use the Centre, so 
potentially many hundreds of people each year. 
 
How will they benefit: With the capability to offer WiFi technology across the building 
opportunities will arise for people to get involved in activities and skills developments 
from their home. We see it as an opportunity to develop new skills in the community 
and potentially open up activities for those who are unable to physically get to the 
centre. 
 
How will you measure the success of your project? For example: footfall (how 
will you measure), positive press coverage (we may expect to see copies), 
delivered on time, on budget, increase in membership numbers, etc: By the 
uptake of the new facilities, through offering WiFi service we would expect to 
encourage new groups to use the Centre with the associated positive press coverage. 
 
The improved administration systems would be largely invisible to users of the Centre 
but would be of great assistance to the volunteers who run the operation and we 
would expect to be able to update the reservation system in due course which would 
potentially open up the possibility of online booking, something which many other 
centres are now making available. 



 
 

 

 

 
When do you intend to start and finish your project? Please note: we will not be 
able to fund projects that have already started or completed before the 
application has been considered: We expect to commence as soon as funds are 
available and estimate that the work and related training will take around a month. 
 
Upload quotes: provided 
 
Item description:  
Office Equipment Upgrade Cost:  £1,250 
Commercial Grade Wireless Access Points, and networking to commercial grade 
router & security   £2,875 
 
Total project cost:     £4,125 
How much money are you requesting:£2,500 
 
No other funding applied for 
 
How do you intend to raise the remaining project cost required to complete the 
project? (proof of this funding will be required before a grant is paid): Fund 
raising & existing funds 
 
Most recent approved accounts summary 
Opening balance:  £18,074.68 
Income:   £42,871.39 
Expenditure:   £44,624.68 
Closing balance:  £16,321.39 
Date of accounts:  31/03/20 

 
 

 
 


