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Minutes of a meeting of the Town Council held on 12th December 
2023 at the Morland Hub, Pearce Drive, Highbridge at 7 pm 

 

Present: Councillors L. Millard (Chair), R. Baker, S. Barber, P. Clayton, J. Flurry, G. 
Gudka, R. Keen, A. Mathews, B. Metcalfe, M. Murphy S. Perry, C. Searing, B. 
Vickers, J. Warren 

In attendance: K Noble - Town Clerk, E Dutton – Deputy Town Clerk, Somerset 
Councillor Hendry, Police Sergeant Hardaway and 7 Members of the Public. 

Public Participation: 

One member of the public stated that the railway leaflets and Town Crier postcards 
are nearly out of stock and the Council should consider paying for them to be 
reprinted. 

 

The Mayor began the meeting by wishing everyone a Happy Christmas and peaceful 
New Year. 

164.0.T23 Apologies for absence 

 Apologies were received from Councillors Elrick, Facey and Wynn. 

165.0.T23 To receive any declarations of interest on items included on this 
agenda 

 There were no declarations of interests. 

166.0.T23 To receive and approve the minutes of the Town Council meeting 
held on 30th October 2023 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the Town Council, held on 30th 

October 2023, were presented by the Mayor. 

Resolved that the minutes be taken as read, confirmed and signed by the 

Mayor. 

167.0.T23 Matters arising from previous minutes 

A query was raised regarding the AGAR challenge and it was confirmed 
that an update would be given at the next meeting. 

168.0.T23 To receive Mayors report 

The Mayor read out the following statement; 

“On 31st October, I attended the LCN meeting and will now be joining a 

working group to look at developing relationships with the Youth of the 

parishes. 

I joined Highbridge Youth Theatre on a ‘Spooky Tour’ of Sopha!  The 

young people were very convincing and scary!!  
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I also attended a performance of ‘Sister Act’ at the Princess Theatre.  It 

was great to see the theatre full of people, laughter and song! 

I had a meeting with Mr Milford, the Principal of King Alfred’s School, to 

discuss how we can work together in the future.  I am pleased to say that 

Sally-Anne Hetherington, his PA, is representing the school on the 

Highbridge Regeneration Working Group.  I was also pleased to switch on 

the Christmas Tree lights at the school on a very cold and frosty evening! 

I met with a GWR representative, Luke Farley, to look at ways of 

enhancing Highbridge Station.  Councillor Vickers and Keen joined us, 

also Ruth Coull from Our Highbridge.  We have now had another meeting 

and have decided how we are going to spend the £5,000 that Luke has 

allocated to provide a Travel Plan for the station to include cycle and 

footpaths.  He has now designed new signs to go on lamp posts and bus 

shelters to help people find their way around the 2 towns.  These will be in 

place in January.  We will then audit cycle and footpaths to ensure good 

signage to our town’s assets such as Apex Park, River Brue, sea front 

and coast path.  This is bringing together several projects, the Transport 

Strand of our Climate and Ecology work and the Highbridge Regeneration 

Framework.  

I attended the Armistice Day and Remembrance Services in both 

Burnham and Highbridge, to remember the fallen and value the work of 

current members of the services at home and abroad. 

I was pleased to accept an invitation from the Burnham Flower Group to 

attend their demonstration.  It was good to see such a thriving and active 

group in the town.  I also supported a Xmas Fair to raise funds for Breast 

Cancer and attended the Moose International Carol Service which has 

become a favourite tradition in the town.  

I was pleased to attend both Burnham and Highbridge Christmas lights 

switch on.  It was good to see the strong sense of community at both 

events.  Many thanks to all those who worked so hard to make the events 

a success. 

I was happy to attend the Christmas Party for the Princess Volunteers to 

recognise their sterling work in helping to run the theatre.  They do an 

amazing job”. 

169.0.T23 To receive any reports from Somerset Councillors 

Somerset Councillor Murphy circulated a report at the meeting, which is 
attached to these minutes. 

170.0.T23 To receive minutes of previous committee meetings 

Planning Committee - 8th November and 29th November 

Councillor Clayton presented the minutes and no questions were raised. 
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Town Improvements Committee - 13th November 

No questions were raised. 

Princess Management - 21st November 

Councillor Perry confirmed the defibrillator had been installed outside the 

Princess Theatre.  No questions were raised. 

Finance and Resources Committee - 27th November 

Councillor Gudka gave an overview of the budget that was considered, 

although it did not include devolution costs.  No issues were raised. 

Youth Town Council - 28th November 

Councillor Millard confirmed that a new Chair had been appointed and 

new members would be appointed at the next meeting in the new year. 

171.0.T23 To receive list of payments up to 5th December 2023 

 The attached list of payments was received and noted and no queries 

raised. 

172.0.T23 To receive Town Council Accounts for month of November 2023 

 Councillor Gudka confirmed that accounts are broadly where they should 

be and explained the changes to the Princess show income/expenditure 

figures and the reasons for the changes.   

The accounts for November were received and no queries raised. 

173.0.T23 To approve the bank reconciliation for November 2023 

Resolved that the bank reconciliation was approved and signed by the 

Mayor. 

174.0.T23 To receive reports from town councillor representatives appointed to 
outside bodies 

The Fritzlar Twinning Group will be visiting Germany in July 2024 and 
Councillor Millard hopes to join them. 

 Councillor Gudka had attended the SALC AGM and a report was 

circulated with the agenda. 

175.0.T23 To receive Working Group update reports 

• Town Board/Better BoS – Councillor Gudka gave an overview of the 

previously circulated report and confirmed the group has been 

renamed as ‘Better BoS’.  The new website has been launched. 

• Climate and Ecology – The new Annual Plans for next year have 

been created, which are in the process of being finalised and will be 

brought to the next Council meeting.   
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The group have made the decision to start working towards the 

group becoming a CIC.  This will enable them to apply for grants and 

build in sustainability for the future. 

The Growing Group are now working in partnership with Burnham 

and Highbridge in Bloom.  They are holding a workshop once a 

month to support the planting and maintenance of flowers throughout 

the 2 towns.  They are working with Clean Surroundings to join 

together as a community, to improve the standard of our flower beds. 

The group is applying for a grant to support this aim. 

The Somerset Wildlife Trust and Our Highbridge are providing some 

great opportunities for residents to join them as they plan to develop 

the Brue Green Pathway.   

Two meetings have been held to create a Climate Adaptation Plan 

led by Somerset Wildlife Trust.  

• Highbridge Regeneration – An overview of the notes from the 

meeting was given.  The next meeting will be held on 24th January 

2024. 

• Office Accommodation – No further update.  Discussions with 

Somerset Council are ongoing. 

• Homelessness – No further update. 

176.0.T23 To consider recommendations from Homelessness Working Group 

 Resolved that following actions are approved; 

1. Once a month feedback session, Homeless Watch (including but not 
limited to) Town Council representative, Somerset Council, Housing 
Associations, Waffle Hub, Morland Hub Food Bank (Trussell Trust), 
Police representation, NHS & other VCFSE’s. 

2. Promote how to present homelessness, seek help due to threat of 
becoming homeless or how the general public can report 
homelessness (via notice boards, website, social media, local press, 
VCFSE organisations). 

3. Utilise Town Rangers to report any rough sleepers via Street Link, 
Somerset Council website or by calling the Somerset Council’s 
Homeless Department directly and/or to advise where to present. 

177.0.T23 To consider and approve Highbridge Regeneration Working Groups 

Terms of Reference  

 Resolved that the Highbridge Regeneration Working Groups Terms of 

Reference are approved. 
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178.0.T23 To receive feedback from meeting with the Head of Education Places 

and to agree any actions 

 An overview of the circulated meeting notes was given. 

 Resolved that the Council approves the actions as follows; 

1. A further meeting to be arranged in January when more recent and 

detailed data will be provided.  Overall, Councillors did not agree with 

the data being used for the decision.  Councillor Metcalfe will analyse 

the data to enable us to understand the decision - making process 

better. 

2. Letters are sent to Somerset Councillors representing Burnham-on-Sea 

and Highbridge to ask them to advocate on the Town Council’s behalf 

at Somerset Council, the importance of supporting the bid for a new 

school at the Brue Farm Estate. 

179.0.T23 To consider response to Somerset Council Public Space Protection 

Order 2023 consultation 

 The proposed changes relating to Burnham beach were discussed. 

 Resolved that the Council does not agree with the proposed changes to 

areas 1-3 on Burnham beach and request that the order is not changed. 

 (Councillor Warren joined the meeting at this juncture) 

180.0.T23 To consider correspondence from Countrywide Partnership for the 

Council to consider taking on the ownership of the Community 

Centre, Isleport Lane, Highbridge 

 A discussion took place and several concerns were raised regarding the 

need for another community facility.   

 Resolved that the Town Council would not take on the ownership of the 

Community Centre.  That the Town Clerk is instructed to liaise with the 

developer regarding options for the space including a possible community 

shop and report back to the next meeting. 

181.0.T23 To consider a request from a resident for additional street lighting in 

Broadhurst Gardens 

 Some councillors had been to the site and it was noted that some of the 

lights are being covered by vegetation. 

 Resolved that the shrubbery should be cut back in the first instance. 

182.0.T23 To receive Esplanade play area update 

 It was confirmed that Somerset Council would not give permission for the 

play area to be installed.  Options for the equipment to be installed on 

other sites is being progressed.  A query was raised regarding funding 
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from Sedgemoor District Council and it was confirmed the High Street 

Fund of £50,000 given to the Town Council also covers the Esplanade.  

Discussions are taking place in relation to the remaining CIM funding. 

183.0.T23 To ratify decision to postpone Fireworks event and to consider 

rearranging the event 

 Resolved that the informal decision to postpone the fireworks was 

ratified.  It was unanimously agreed that the fireworks event should be 

postponed until November 2024. 

184.0.T23 To review the decision for the seawall art contribution 

 Resolved that the project does not go ahead due to financial constraints. 

185.0.T23 To consider writing to Lloyds Bank following announcement of the 

Burnham-on-Sea branch closure 

 Resolved that the Council writes to Lloyds Bank to ask if they would 

consider establishing a Banking Hub. 

186.0.T23 To receive community funded 20 mph speed limits update 

 Due to the report only being received today and as there were some 

queries with the details, this will be deferred until the next meeting. 

187.0.T23 To receive verbal report regarding the Somerset Council asset and 

service devolution  

 Councillor Gudka explained that due to the financial issues at Somerset 

Council some services will be cut unless the Town Council fund them.  As 

yet very little information has been provided by Somerset Council. 

The Town Council is holding a consultation to ascertain residents views to 

guide the Council on services to be prioritised. 

188.0.T23 To consider response to the Somerset River Authority draft Strategy 

and Flood Action Plan consultation 

 Councillors and residents were urged to read the Strategy and to respond 

to the consultation. 

189.0.T23 To consider recommendation from the Finance and Resources 

Committee to release funds from property maintenance earmarked 

reserve to carry out a survey on the former school building and cost 

the works 

Councillor Gudka gave some background information and answered 

questions raised.  

 Resolved that monies are released from the earmarked reserves for a 

survey and project estimate to be undertaken.  
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190.0.T23 To consider request from the Town Board to release funds from the 

High Street fund earmarked reserve cover start-up costs  

 Some capital monies are required for set up costs. 

 Resolved that the Town Clerk is delegated to release up to £1,000 from 

the High Street Fund earmarked reserve for set up costs. 

191.0.T23 Date of next meeting  

The next meeting of the Town Council is scheduled for 15th January 2024 

at 7 pm. 

 



169.0.T23





















DATE OF 
INVOICE SUPPLIER INVOICE NUMBER DESCRIPTION NET VAT GROSS Notes

22/11/2023 Amazon DS-ASE-INV-GB-2023-484358334 Town Criers wig £33.98 EMR
23/11/2023 Amazon GB3GC2NABEY hoover attachment £17.48 £3.49 £20.97
29/11/2023 AM Productions Rave on show settlement £2,221.73
27/11/2023 Bravo 716 equipment hire Greatest Magician Show £21.34 £4.27 £25.61
29/11/2023 Bravo 722 Technician - Cinderella show £95.00 £19.00 £114.00
01/11/2023 Business Waste P1245877 paper waste collection - TC £22.00 £4.40 £26.40
27/11/2023 Hellends Kitchen BHTC9 Mini buffet - Volunteers xmas do £105.00
21/11/2023 Highbridge & Burnham-on-Sea Carnival BOSH 107 Remembrance Day Parade £695.62
23/11/2023 ITEC 929960 photocopier services £82.48 £16.50 £98.98
22/11/2023 J&R Food Service Ltd 948196 Icecreams - Princess Theatre £532.86 £106.57 £639.43
16/11/2023 JRB Enterprise Ltd 26240 Dog bag dispenser £108.55 £21.71 £130.26
22/11/2023 Loyal Company of Town Criers 40 Membership 2023 for Town Crier £25.00
15/11/2023 MJ Church Plant Ltd 495146 Waste services - cemeteries £25.50 £5.10 £30.60
15/11/2023 MJ Church Plant Ltd 495147 Waste services - cemeteries £27.10 £5.44 £32.64
15/11/2023 MJ Church Plant Ltd 495148 Waste services - cemeteries £20.74 £4.15 £24.89
09/11/2023 The Nornen Project CIC N204 Show revenue - All Hands £5,066.50
23/11/2023 PPL PRS Ltd 01733196SIN2571100 PRS Music licence £362.90 £72.58 £435.48
27/11/2023 PPL PRS Ltd 01733196SIN2574697 PRS Music licence £136.03 £27.21 £163.24
27/11/2023 PPL PRS Ltd 01733196SIN2574699 PRS Music licence £172.77 £34.55 £207.32
22/11/2023 Proper Job  Z0009T02-467999 sweets, adapter, cable ties £28.93 £5.80 £34.73
29/11/2023 Purnells 125983 printing gift vouchers £24.00 £4.80 £28.80
23/11/2023 Radio Solutions SO685776 4 x 2 way radios - Princess £491.94 £98.39 £590.33 fixed asset
29/11/2023 Screwfix A15202473182 Battery charger £29.16 £5.83 £34.99
22/11/2023 Screwfix 1438142811 thermal work gloves £16.65 £3.32 £19.97
23/11/2023 Screwfix 1438575505 gloves, ratchet anvil lopper £57.47 £11.49 £68.96
24/11/2023 SLCC MEM246561-1 Town Clerk membership fee £357.00
27/11/2023 Somerset Council 30039788 Joint Funding public services contribution £37,280.60
24/11/2023 Spot on Supplies 31651264 cleaning supplies - PT £100.68 £20.14 £120.82
21/11/2023 TWC 63 window cleaning - Princess £48.50
30/11/2023 Biffa 308C31723 Waste services - Princess £236.61 £47.32 £283.93
27/11/2023 Burnham Evening Flower Club 27.11.23 Show settlement £554.10
01/12/2023 Business Waste P1275703 paper waste collection - TC £33.00 £6.60 £39.60
30/10/2023 KJ Cleaning Services PrincessT002 Cleaning - Princess £570.00
04/12/2023 KJ Cleaning Services PrincessT004 Cleaning - Princess £675.00
30/11/2023 Lyreco 61505454 chairs, stationery & sundries £410.68 £82.14 £492.82
03/12/2023 Robson Electrics 91660 Defribrillator installation - Princess £337.50 £67.50 £405.00
01/12/2023 Sansum Solutions INV-10697 Cleaning - TC £280.16 £56.03 £336.19
28/11/2023 V Jones 6368 Plumbing - Princess £386.00



09/11/2023 Robson Electrics 91629 Christmas tree lights & installation £3,000.00 £600.00 £3,600.00
06/11/2023 PF Cusack 1449425 Road sign clip £3.00 £0.60 £3.60

08/12/2023 Re:ACT R-046 Cinderella settlement £4,693.42 added on 11/12/23

£60,722.01
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